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Improve the safety of the machines

Improvements to the design and construction of
cars over the last 20 years have resulted in very
substantial reductions in deaths and injuries on
the road. This has not been the case with chang-
es to the design of motorcycles. ABS brakes for
high capacity motorbikes have been commer-
cially available for 20 years, and are now being
fitted to a wide range of machines, but pene-
tration is still much lower than for ABS in cars.

Motorcycles are complex, powerful vehicles and
there remain a number of areas where their
safety performance could be further improved.
In its Motorcycling Strategy of 2005, the UK
Government said that it will consider the ben-
efit of a consumer information assessment pro-
gramme for PTW to assess whether it might
lead to improvements in motorcycle safety in
the way that the EuroNCAP programme has
led to significant improvements in car design.
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The World Health Organisation and the World
Bank have advised that care should be taken to
avoid the adoption of policies which could en-
courage the growth of motorised two-wheeler
traffic by giving advantages to PTW users.
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ETSC Review “Vulnerable riders - Safety implications of motorcycling in the European Union” (to
be published beginning of 2008) summarises the following recommendations:

To Member States:

¢ Enforce the compulsory wearing of helmets

¢ Install safety cameras able to detect speeding riders and enforce PTW compliance

with speed limits.

¢ Improve rider and driver training. Rider training should focus on hazard recognition and risk
assessment as well as vehicle control skills. Driver training should ensure that candidates under-
stand the vulnerability of motorcyclists and “look out for them” when driving.

e Educate riders regarding the importance of proper fastening and provide consumer informa-

tion regarding helmet safety.

¢ Road design and maintenance should address the specific needs of PTW users (provide good
winter maintenance, use of anti-skid surfaces, forgiving roadsides).

To European Institutions:

¢ Further investigate the effectiveness of ABS for PTWs.
¢ Investigate the extent to which airbags are viable PTW safety measures.
¢ Motorcycles should also benefit from eCall, which is going to be introduced as a standard for

passenger cars in many EU countries.

e The European research agenda should include PTW issues.
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